
A new start is possible!

Quite a few years ago now, something happened
that caused a complete turnaround in

Martin Chapman’s life.

Here Essex-born Martin, tells his own story…

Have you taken on board
a friend for life?

If not I recommend you
consider it in this leaet



A new start is po
MY BEGINNINGS
I was born a twin in 1932 with three other

siblings, I had an idyllic childhood in many ways.
On Sundays we went to a rather formal C/E Church
until I was 12 years old. I was a Tomboy and much
more interested in sport than academia at school.
However later on I managed to complete a 3 year
training course for nursing. I loved that career and
pursued it until I was 70 years old.

TIME OF CHANGE
When I was 12 years old our parents started
attending a Baptist Church and it was there that
I began to realise who Jesus was, how He died
for me personally, forgiving all my wrong doings
and loving me unconditionally. I opened up my
heart and asked Him to come in, and was
baptised when I was 14. I was married when I
was 24 years old and we lived in Kent. My
husband was not a Christian so my walk with
God and Jesus was rather erratic. We had 4
lovely children and they were brought up
attending Sunday school and Church.



o the camp, I prayed a
s, i you really are there, I want
me or the things I’ve done
on. Come into my heart and
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MAKING IT ALL REAL
So I jogged along thinking I could always cope, as
I was quite a strong personality and very stubborn!

However our youngest daughter was born with
Downes Syndrome and this with other knocks of life
brought me to rock bottom in 1974.

I was reading my Bible one day when this verse just
hit me between the eyes.

1John Chapter 1 verse 9
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from ALL
unrighteousness

I saw myself as if for the first time full of resentment
and anger inside. I had a deep experience of Jesus
and His forgiveness.
I was set free and full of joy!
Since then I have come to realise my daily need of
Him and even more of His great love of me. We
moved to Essex in 1978 and this was very hard for
me, but God knew best.
He wants us to learn to trust Him at all times even
when we don’t understand what is happening.



A NEW START
On the nal morning o the camp, I prayed a
simple prayer, “Jesus, i you really are there, I want
to know You. Forgive me or the things I’ve done
wrong and my rebellion. Come into my heart and
change my lie. I give it to you, Amen”. Later that
evening, around a campre, an opportunity was
given for anyone to share in front of other campers
what God had done for them during the week.
This was really it! I had not yet told anyone o my private
prayer earlier in the day. All my friends were present, none
o them had decided to ollow Jesus. I was nervous. I stood
up and simply declared my decision to follow Jesus Christ
and make Him number one in my lie. As I sat down I elt a
great peace, love and cleansing, food my heart. It was as i
I was beginning lie all over again, making a new start with a
new riend to direct me. I returned rom the camp with a new
heart, eager to build a stronger relationship with Jesus.
A good number of years and many different experiences
have passed since I became a Christian and I have ound
Jesus to be faithful every step of the way. Thankyou.

The new life that Martin experienced can be yours too -
whoever you are and whateveryou have done, it is possible!

For more inormation. Look at:
www.jesusoreurope.org Tag: Good News

Or write him a line at: colibrivalaisan@gmail.com

God loves you too, more than anyone
else has or ever will do. If you don’t yet
personally know Him and would like to do so
or simply have a chat, please make contact.

God bless you

Joyce Chapman

Tel. 07544 242361

Email: colibrivalaisan@gmail.com

Joyce Chapman


